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Dearest delegates, 

 

Welcome to the Tiger King committee of JACMUN 2021, its first virtual rendition! 

As we approach and pass the year anniversary of our time in lockdown, we reminisce 

about the early days of zooming, staying home, and binging the Tiger King series on 

Netflix. Now we face an unknown future, but yet we face it with optimism with the 

coming of the vaccines! I hope we can forget the woes of zoom school and embrace a 

fun weekend of engaging and lively debate. I’m truly excited to see what ideas you 

bring to the plate! 

My name is Matthew Tussman and I am thrilled to be your chair for this year’s 

Tiger King committee! I am currently completing my final semester of Dawson College 

in the Social Science program and I plan to pursue a Bachelors of Arts degree at 

McGill University beginning in the fall. Since joining Model United Nations in 2018, I’ve 

become the President of the Dawson College Model United Nations Program and have 

attended a variety of conferences across North America. The values of diplomacy and 

collaboration have always been of central importance to me and I look forward to 

seeing these values reflected within our committee. Outside of my academics, I am a 

waterski fanatic as well as the owner of 4 rescue cats, hence the reason I chose this 

committee. As a fellow Tiger King and Model Un enthusiast, I look forward to meeting 

and getting to know you all.  

 

Sincerely, 

Matthew Tussman 

Chair: Tiger King 
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Hello delegates, 

 

 Welcome to a weekend of mayhem, mischief and marvelous misdeeds! As I am 

sure many of you are aware, Joe Exotic and the cast of Tiger King make what may be 

the most chaotic list of crisis characters ever to grace the pages of JACMUN, and I 

hope that our crisis follows suit. 

 My name is Johnathon Anderson and I will be your crisis director and USG of 

Logistics for JACMUN 2021! I am a third year Social Sciences student at John Abbott 

College and am planning on pursuing a Bachelor’s of History at Concordia while I 

complete training as a Navy reserve officer. I have been a delegate and staffer for 6 

years, with somewhere over 20 conferences as either a delegate or crisis staffer 

under my belt. I have been enamoured with crisis committees ever since I first 

participated in one at MariMUN in 2017 and will be doing all that I can to ensure that 

this committee is engaging, entertaining and most importantly: outright insane.  

 

Regards, 

Jonathan Anderson 

Crisis Director, People’s Choice: Tiger King 
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Committee Introduction 

  

Before we get into the contents of the background guide and introduce the 

necessary information in order for you to debate substantially, we would like to cover 

some general items. None of the people involved are “upstanding, model citizens.” In 

one way or another, they represent attitudes and behaviours that ought not to be 

replicated. Because of the nature of the committee we are working with, we request 

that you, the delegates, reflect for an extra second about your speeches and the 

contents of your crisis arc. It is imperative that we respect everyone involved and 

foster an inclusive, welcoming environment for all delegates. As such, we request that 

you avoid some topics altogether if you think that they could be potentially harmful. 

Some things we would like to clarify that will absolutely not be tolerated; sexism, anti-

southern and anti-rural bigotry, homophobia, sexual violence, and excessive animal 

cruelty are entirely off the table. This is something we, your dais, take very seriously 

and that the conference of JACMUN 2021 takes very seriously. Writing as your chair, 

Matthew, if I hear anything moderately concerning or harmful, I will not hesitate to 

move forward with repercussions.  

 That being said, however, we will want you to have fun! Model UN would not be 

attractive nor engaging if every dais was so strict that it inhibited fruitful debate. As 

such, we encourage you to bring creative ideas to the table to circumvent the law (as 

your characters would) in ways that are not cruel and nefarious. If you stray away 

from your character’s true nature in order to comply with our requests, there will be 

zero repercussions. In fact, we acknowledge this takes more creativity and adds 

another level to your representation of the character. With that, we encourage you to 

dig deep and find your most creative ideas and become the most intelligent criminals 

we have ever experienced! We are not expecting you to completely obey the law of the 

land; that is not the nature or intention of this committee either. We simply implore you 

to engage in respectful debate.  
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 Lastly, I would like to issue a content warning for our background guide for the 

topic of animal cruelty. Unfortunately, animal cruelty is ever present in the story of Joe 

Exotic and his zoo and consequently it is nearly impossible to avoid this topic. If you 

would not like to read this background guide for this reason, you can reach out to me 

and I can send you a redacted version of this document (without the mentions of 

animal abuse) so you are not disadvantaged. You can contact me at 

jacmuntigerking@gmail.com. 

  

Part 1: Background History 

 

Greater Wynnewood Exotic Animal Park: A History 

 

 The story of the Greater Wynnewood Exotic Animal Park begins with its founding 

in the 1990s. Its founder, then known as Joe Schreibvogel, had worked as a police chief 

in 1987 until he was gravely injured in the line of duty.1 After moving around, he opened 

a pet store in Arlington - his first animal-focused endeavour. During this time, his 

store was the focus of many events and controversies. Some snakes had been stolen 

and local officials were harassing him and his business because of his sexuality, as 

alleged by Joe. He claims he was targeted and harassed as he would fly pride flags 

and American flags with rainbows on them in the windows. In 1997, Joe Schreibvogel’s 

brother, with whom he was very close and owned one of his pet stores, passed away 

in a car accident. Their family desired to establish a soccer field in honour of their late 

son, but Joe convinced them in favour of another idea: to establish a zoo for unwanted 

                                                
1 Steele, Tom. “Before He Was Joe Exotic, ‘Tiger King’ Star Owned Arlington Pet Stores,” Dallas News (The Dallas 

Morning News, April 22, 2020), https://www.dallasnews.com/news/2020/04/03/before-he-was-joe-exotic-tiger-

king-star-owned-arlington-pet-store/. 

mailto:jacmuntigerking@gmail.com
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/2020/04/03/before-he-was-joe-exotic-tiger-king-star-owned-arlington-pet-store/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/2020/04/03/before-he-was-joe-exotic-tiger-king-star-owned-arlington-pet-store/
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exotic animals in his honour. This was the dawn of what would become Joe Exotic’s 

roadside zoo full of tigers.2   

 Joe Maldonado-Passage soon after purchased an old horse ranch in 

Wynnewood, Oklahoma, which is located in the south of the United States of America, 

just north of Texas. He initially named this zoo the Garold Wayne Exotic Animal 

Memorial Park, which was colloquially called the “GW Zoo.” In 1999, animal-welfare 

investigators found a flock of emaciated emus in Red Oak in February. Joe jumped at 

the opportunity and offered to take them in at his new zoo, largely motivated by his 

brother’s lifelong adoration of Australia, where emus originate. Joe’s misfortunes with 

animals started early, however, as rounding up the emus proved to be quite a difficult 

task. Volunteers from Red Oak attempted to capture these emus and as stated by the 

The News, the volunteers “found themselves struggling against birds almost as tall as 

humans and capable of tremendous kicks with taloned feet.”3 This resulted in some 

minor injuries amongst the volunteers and nine of the emus died as they were 

stressed and overcrowded in trailers. The following day, a man brought a shotgun to 

where the emus were and killed several emus, stating his motivation was to save them 

the pain they were going to face in their future journey. With this incident, Joe quickly 

faced the reality of the difficulty of these emus and decided to do the same as the man. 

Legally, this was permitted because the emus were considered to be livestock, thus 

were allowed to be killed humanely.4 Joe ended up signing over custody of over 150 

emus to a ranch owner in the area and while the Red Oak police referred the case to 

the Ellis County grand jury, they declined to indict Joe with any animal-cruelty charges. 

This marks the first major mishap in Joe’s journey in creating his zoo. These events 

caused Joe to close his pet store and move permanently to the ranch he bought in 

Oklahoma. 

                                                
2 Taylor Borden, “Who Is Joe Exotic? The Life of ‘Tiger King’ Joseph Maldonado-Passage,” Business Insider 

(Business Insider, May 4, 2020), https://www.businessinsider.com/who-is-joe-exotic-maldonado-passage-tiger-
king-netflix#the-story-of-maldonado-passages-roadside-zoo-begins-in-the-1990s-after-his-brother-died-in-a-
car-accident-his-family-wanted-to-build-a-soccer-field-in-his-honor-but-maldonado-passage-wanted-to-build-
a-refuge-for-unwanted-exotic-animals-in-his-honor-instead-4. 
3  Steele, Tom. “Before He Was Joe Exotic, ‘Tiger King’ Star Owned Arlington Pet Stores,” Dallas News (The Dallas 
Morning News, April 22, 2020).  
4 Ibid. 
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 He focused his efforts on developing his zoo, which he called a ‘sanctuary.’ He 

quickly began pitching his sanctuary as a place for tigers and other exotic animals; it 

grew quickly and within two years, he had already collected more than a dozen tigers. 

People would rescue big cats from people who owned them domestically, as it proved 

difficult to own one due to expensive costs and danger in handling them. Joe was able 

to easily adopt these big cats because the laws on owning these animals were lax at 

the time (and continue to be); all that is necessary is a USDA exhibitor’s license which 

was $40.5 Once he had collected big cats in this two year period, he would persuade 

local retailers and grocery stores to donate expired meats to feed his animals. 

However, he was still running a deficit and this method of running a sanctuary was not 

sustainable.6  

 Joe began to scramble to find more ideas to make money through his park. One 

of his first solutions was to bring one of his fully-grown tigers, Clint Black, to local flea 

markets to permit people to pose for a photo with the tiger.7 However, this quickly 

became too dangerous and he switched to bringing tiger cubs. Following success with 

this method, he began taking his petting zoo of baby tigers to shopping malls and flea 

markets further and further away from his ranch. In 2002, he partnered with a 

magician named Johnny Magic who performed magic tricks with the tigers of the 

sanctuary. The magician did not stay with Joe long, but he was there for enough time 

for Joe to study the tricks. He soon came out with his own magic show, having stolen 

many of the tricks performed with Johnny Magic. Joe launched a magic show called 

Mystical Magic of the Endangered and called himself Joe Exotic as he toured the 

United States with his new act, thus becoming his new name.8 This show was created 

to draw more visitors to his sanctuary, as this is where the majority of his money was 

made. 

                                                
5 Robert Moor, “American Animals,” Intelligencer (Intelligencer, September 3, 2019), 

https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2019/09/joe-exotic-and-his-american-animals.html. 
6 Ibid. 
7 Ibid. 
8 Ibid. 

https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2019/09/joe-exotic-and-his-american-animals.html
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 Joe Exotic caught himself in a vicious loop pretty quickly, though. Baby tigers 

were the only animals that people were able to take photos and do visits with, as fully-

grown tigers were dangerous to interact with and too volatile for these attractions. As 

such, Joe Exotic needed a constant supply of young tigers, which meant he needed to 

constantly breed them. Once these baby tigers grew up, they were expensive and 

dangerous to keep it alive.9 This meant they required more money and in order to get 

more money, he needed more baby cubs. This was the dilemma that Joe Exotic was 

faced with as his business continued to grow. He became skilled at breeding tigers, 

using a trick his father taught him: he used horse vitamins instead of pet vitamins. 

Another technique he depended on involved the horses that donors would give to him. 

He would shoot the horses and feed them to the tigers, so they could be fed in a 

similar manner that they would be outside of captivity. He likened himself to a saviour 

of tiger-kind, as through breeding these tigers, he was saving them from extinction.10 

He soon began to crossbreed lions and tigers, hoping to eventually recreate the 

prehistoric sabertooth tiger - something that has been proven to be scientifically 

impossible. Through this, he created massive species of cat that had previously never 

existed, like the tililiger.11  

 With the rise of his success came the rise of attention given to his zoo. 

Organizations that focus on animal-rights like PETA and the Humane Society began to 

look at his zoo with a skeptical eye and they investigated by sending spies to film and 

attempting to infiltrate the staff.12 Joe Exotic was largely successful at fending off these 

instances and shaking them off; however, there was one person investigating his 

sanctuary more fervently than the rest.  

 

 

 

 

                                                
9 Ibid. 
10 Ibid. 
11 Ibid. 
12 Ibid. 
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Carole Baskin: A Mysterious Disappearance and Big Cat Rescue 

 

 Carole Baskin is a big-cat rights activist and the owner of Big Cat rescue, a non-

profit animal sanctuary based in Florida. She was inspired to become an activist for big 

cats after her experience with a bobcat breeder when she and her then husband 

wanted to buy a second bobcat. When they met the breeder, she was faced with tens of 

cages covered in flies and a marked stench. The breeder notified the couple that once 

the young bobcats age beyond a year old, they were killed and discarded. This animal 

abuse influenced Carole Baskin to pursue what became her career.13 

 Carole Baskin and her husband, Don Lewis, began acquiring big cats after 

advertising that they were taking in unwanted cats and developed a sanctuary of their 

own. By the mid-1990s, they had more than 100 cats. They too had issues with how they 

ran their sanctuary, as there were several disagreements between them about which 

direction they took it. Don wanted to focus on breeding more cats to make money, but 

Carole believed breeding cats in such a way was a gross moral injustice.14 The couple 

fought frequently about various things like Don’s promiscuous behaviour, but the topic 

about which they fought the most was about money. These fights were known to be 

intense and escalated to the extent where Don filed for a petition for a restraining 

order against Carole. Weeks after the petition was rejected, Don Lewis mysteriously 

disappeared in August 1997. His van was found near the airport in the area, but there 

was no evidence of him leaving the country. Don’s daughter has accused Carol of 

killing him and feeding his body to the tigers in their sanctuary. Carole has never been 

formally suspected of murdering her husband, but there have been plenty of rumours 

surrounding this since his disappearance.15 

 The years following his disappearance she met and married her new husband 

Howard Baskins and focused on her new project of eliminating the existence of captive 

ownership of big cats in North America. She aimed to end breeding, sale, and all public 

                                                
13 Ibid. 
14 Ibid. 
15 Ibid.  
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displays of big cats, and her first step was to stop people from breeding them. She also 

reinvented the sanctuary she had with Don, renaming it Big Cat Rescue, and they 

focused on fundraising and building their following online.16 She began a campaign 

online and scoured the internet to find businesses to contact about their use or 

breeding of big cats. She quickly found the magic shows of Joe Exotic and quickly 

began to work to prevent Joe from holding more shows and breeding more tigers. She 

was relentless in her efforts and she, along with her supporters online, would follow 

Joe Exotic and find his whereabouts constantly in order to try to stop him.  

  

The Clash of Big-Cat Titans 

 

 Joe Exotic took notice of Carole Baskin’s actions against him fairly quickly and 

in 2010, he visited Big Cat Rescue covertly. He surveyed the property from a helicopter, 

took photos of her sanctuary from various places, and stole a cache of documents. 

With these documents, he got access to her diary and launched allegations that she 

murdered her missing ex-husband, Don Lewis. He sought to send her to jail to the 

extent that he was offering a $10 000 reward to any person who could deliver 

information that would lead to her arrest. In his eyes, this became a war. He launched 

a Youtube channel dedicated to slandering Carole Baskin, along with various websites 

used to attack her and her allies. Another method he used against Carole was the use 

of her company name and logo in 2011; by using her logo and name to engage in his 

regular activities, her supporters would believe she was a hypocrite. While this worked 

for a short period of time, Carole Baskin soon realized what was happening after 

receiving some concerned calls and sued Joe Exotic for copyright/trademark 

infringement. The legal proceedings continued for years and ultimately Joe consented 

to a judgement as he said “she just out-moneyed me.”17 

 

                                                
16 Ibid. 
17 Ibid. 
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The Tiger King Reality Television Show 

 

 The feud between Carole Baskin and himself resulted in media attention and he 

was approached by a production company called Good Clean Fun productions to make 

a reality TV show, much like the then popular Duck Dynasty. While that plan was not 

successful, Joe held onto the idea and worked to launch his own TV show in 2013. He 

bought expensive equipment and hired a crew. He produced a nightly chat show with 

segments from the zoo and would broadcast himself singing country songs about his 

love for big cats and wild men.  

Events Leading to the Present (2017) 

 

 There have been numerous mishaps and concerns surrounding Joe Exotic’s 

zoo/sanctuary beyond those about animal abuse. The employees were hired through 

Craigslist, thus the positions attracted people fresh out of either rehab or jail. They 

were paid below minimum wage and their living sites were dirty with diseases like 

scabies and ringworm raging between trailers. There were plenty of accidents on site; 

the worst occured in October 2013 when a staff member lost his arm following a tiger 

attack. Their boss, Joe Exotic, was remarked to have been using drugs frequently while 

firing employees themselves if they were caught using drugs.18 

 Throughout these years, he continued to be paranoid about the actions of Carole 

Baskins and her alleged attempts to sabotage his zoo. In March of 2015, a fire burnt 

down Joe’s television studio and an animal enclosure, killing some of the animals in 

Joe’s possession like some baby alligators. Joe claimed that Carole had paid someone 

to start the fire. His frustration and anger towards Carole began to escalate and he 

began to vocalize threats against her life.19 Around the same time reports of Joe’s 

threats, Carole was informed through a call that a woman, named Jacqueline 

Thompson, had overheard some people had been talking about a plot to kill Carole. 

                                                
18 Ibid. 
19 Ibid. 
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Another woman had left her a voicemail claiming Joe had offered her a large sum of 

money to kill Carole.20 She raised these concerns to law enforcement but was told that 

they could not help; they could only act on this if Joe actually physically assaulted her.   

 Around this time, Joe Exotic made a deal with Jeff Lowe, a man who owned 

twelve big cats himself. He had tried to open a cub-petting business much like Joe’s in 

his hometown of Beaufort, but he was turned down by local officials and he faced 

protests against him about this. He blamed Carole for the failure of his business; this 

motivated him to join Joe Exotic in his fight against Carole. Joe signed the ownership 

of the GW Zoo to Jeff in order to have Jeff help pay to fight Carole. Jeff worked to earn 

more money, sneaking tigers into clubs in Vegas, while Joe attempted to run for 

president in 2015.21 

Part 2: Important Legalities 

 

 Acquiring and owning a tiger in the United States of America is very easy. There 

are some states, like Alabama, Nevada, North Carolina, and Wisconsin, with zero laws 

regarding the ownership of big cats. Some states have laws regarding owning big cats 

but often have specifications; for example in Florida, you have to own five acres of land 

in order for the cat to have space to roam, but many people stick their cats in cages 

and do not permit them to roam.22 Otherwise, one must have a USDA permit that costs 

$40 and requires an inspection. However, those seeking this permit can simply call the 

USDA (the United States Department of Agriculture) and request to know the 

parameters of the assessment in order to guarantee that they pass. 

 Specific breeds, like Bengal and Siberian tigers, are protected by the 

Endangered Species Act, but the vast majority of tigers in the United States are mutts 

produced through inbreeding within the States. Because of this, they are not 

                                                
20 Ibid. 
21 Ibid. 
22 Harmon Leon, “America Has a Tiger Problem,” Observer (Observer, September 11, 2018). 
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considered to be valuable or important to conservationists which results in the lack of 

regulation in their sales and purchases.23  

 There are a considerable number of laws against the abuse of animals in the 

United States with variations in different states. The federal laws largely cover humane 

handling, housing, space, feeding, sanitation, shelter from extremes of weather, 

adequate veterinary care, transportation, and handling in transit. However, the laws 

are written in consideration of smaller domestic animals and animals found on farms; 

as such, they are written without big cats in mind, but more common domestic 

animals. The treatment and ownership of big cats remains largely unregulated.24 One 

of the stipulations about big cats given by the USDA is that, if they are being used for 

public contact, “only cubs between the ages of 4 weeks (no longer “neonatal”) and 12 

weeks (when they become “too big, too fast, and too strong”) should be used.”25 This 

incentivizes zoos to breed and sell the cubs once they pass the age threshold, as there 

are no legal repercussions in selling these animals. Ultimately, however, delegates 

will be working in a grey area as the legal implications of the zoos activities are 

unclear.   

                                                
23 Ibid. 
24 Ibid. 
25 Brulliard, Karin. “How Captive Tigers Are Bought and Sold in America,” Washington Post (The Washington Post, 
July 12, 2019). 



15 

 

Part 3 : Current Situation 

 

Joe Exotic’s behaviour has become increasingly erratic and his paranoia towards Carol 

Baskin has begun seriously worrying his colleagues. Joe’s growing animosity towards 

Carol is depicted in his reenactments of her murder and general verbal abuse on his 

personalized internet show and through Rick Kirkham’s surviving video footage. This 

spiraling behaviour seems to have been triggered by the realization that he no longer 

owned the Zoo and that his life’s work was now in the hands, and the pocket, of Jeff 

Lowe.  

 

Carol Baskin has long seeked to protect her image and her business from the libelous 

and increasingly deranged actions of Joe Exotic, and so she and her husband have 

started taking steps with the FBI and the courts to protect themselves. Additionally, 

Carol Baskin inability to possess a clean public image, is a result of her suspected 

involvement in the murder of her former husband. Carol’s pursuit of a legitimate case 

against Joe Exotic is hindered by her past. 

 

Jeff Lowe has recently come into possession of the Wynne County Memorial Zoo and 

his taste for money and power have only begun to grow. He and his closest colleague, 

Allen Glover, aim to remake the zoo entirely in his own image, both to satisfy his own 

ego as well as to distance himself from Joe Exotic, who’s recent behaviour has made 

him a major legal and public relations liability. Jeff Lowe’s thrill seeking personality 

and shady past, limit his ability to reimagine the zoo of his former rival.  

 

Many members of the Zoo’s staff have been grumbling in discontent about their 

current situation, notably due to the clear labour and animal rights violations they are 

often caught up in. Some employees are rumoured to even be seeking legal counsel 

with federal regulators and will be more than happy to inform on their superiors 

should the opportunity to take one of them down presents itself 
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Committee Factions 

 

The characters within this committee share a complex system of relationships, which 

in one way or another, all revolve around the Wynne County Memorial Zoo and Joe 

Exotic’s animosity towards Carol Baskin. It’s important to note that while the 

committee will be centered around these two aspects of the Tiger King realm, each 

and every character has their own values and interests, which should be considered 

when making decisions and forming blocks. The following will provide an oversight of 

the relationship dynamics between characters as well as the sources of contention 

and shared interest which define these relationships.  

 

While Joe Exotic has been somewhat able to maintain a close relationship with those 

working at his zoo, he does have a reputation of destroying previously beneficial 

relationships, as a result of his antics and violations of the law. Dillon Passage and 

John Reinke are two characters who have remained unconditionally loyal to both the 

well being of the Wynne County Memorial Zoo and Joe Exotic. As Joe’s husband, Dillon 

Passage has supported Joe through his feud with Carole Baskin and his legal troubles. 

Despite being minimally involved in the feud with Baskin, Dillon consistently shows his 

support for his husband and his kingship of the zoo. Dillon, alongside John Reinke, the 

current manager of the zoo, have remained dedicated to the well- being of the zoo’s 

animals and facilities. While the violation of animal rights and horrendous working 

conditions may serve as a future point of contention, both John and Dillon have both 

shown an ongoing sense of loyalty towards Joe Exotic. 

 

It’s important to note that while John Reinke does share a positive relationship with 

Joe, this certainly isn’t the case for every employee of the Wynne County Memorial Zoo. 

Kelci Staffer, is an employee of Joe Exotic’s zoo who does not show unconditional 
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loyalty to his boss. Despite having been attacked by one of the Tiger’s, Kelci’s loyalty to 

the zoo is embedded in the job security it provides and his infinite love and passion for 

the animals themselves. His perspective on the Joe- Carole feud remains somewhat 

ambiguous. The future of Joe and Kelci’s relationship is dependent on the future state 

of the zoo and the condition of the animals.  

 

Healthy relationship initially developed with Joe Exotic turned sour, is a recurring 

theme amongst the members of this committee. This is the case for several prominent 

characters who are working against Joe Exotic by either siding with Carol Baskin 

and/or actively working towards the downfall of the Wynne County Memorial Zoo. Rick 

Kirkham and James Garretson are two prominent members of the committee, who will 

play a central role in providing evidence against Joe Exotic. Both gentlemen are 

relatively neutral towards both Carole Baskin and Jeff Lowe’s faction, however they 

remain firmly committed to bring Joe Exotic to justice. The two men are relatively 

independent, however they serve as valuable assets to any faction they choose to align 

with. Similarly, Larry Rhodes is another independent character who shares the same 

goals as both Rick and James. Larry Rhodes’s has never shared a personal or 

business relationship with Joe. His neutrality towards all factions may influence who 

he chooses to work alongside.  

 

This leads us to the infamous Jeff Lowe and his right hand man, Allen Glover. While a 

powerful figure, Jeff Lowe certainly does not have many people vouching for him. 

Despite being rivals with Joe, he shares a similar relationship to Carol Baskin and her 

husband (see below) and is generally disliked by others working against Joe. Jeff 

Lowe’s ability to provide incentives in order to form alliances and relationships is 

rooted in his ownership of the Wynne County Memorial Zoo. Furthermore, Allen Glover 

shares a similar, more fierce hatred of Joe Exotic. While Allen has remained loyal to 

Jeff for the time being, he has a reputation of being loyal to whoever provides him with 

the largest financial incentive.  
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Perhaps the most evident of all factions, is the one formed between Carole Baskin and 

her husband, Howard Baskin. As a suspected murder, owner of Big Cat Rescue and 

Joe Exotic’s arch nemesis, Carole Baskin is an extremely influential character, who is 

working alongside her husband and anyone else with the shared interest of bringing 

Joe Exotic to justice and obtaining control over the Wynne County Memorial Zoo. 

Despite her influence, Carole’s inherent flaws (see character bio) proves her to be 

vulnerable against other factions conspiring to work against her. Despite her shared 

intentions with other members of the committee, Carole and her husband’s tainted 

past hinder her ability to form trustworthy relationships.  

 

Finally, a quick note on both Ann McQueen and Eric Goode. These two autonomous 

characters are not bound to any specific faction and are flexible in terms of who they 

choose to work with. Despite Ann McQueen's indirect connection with Carole there is 

no clear relationship between these two characters within the series and this allows 

for some degree of interpretation. The relationships they choose to form and who they 

choose to work with, play a central role in dictating the outcome of this committee.  
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Characters 
 

Joe Exotic : 

Joseph Allen Shreibvogel, more commonly known under the moniker Joe Exotic, is the 

former owner and public face of the G.W. Zoo. Following a legal battle with his nemesis 

Carol Baskin, where a judge ordered him to pay Ms. Baskin a sum of 1 million dollars, 

he transferred ownership of the Zoo’s assets to Jeff Lowe. Because of these events, 

Joe Exotic wishes to get revenge on Ms. Baskin. As his long campaign of defamation 

and online harassment has failed to produce results, he has begun to consider a more 

radical solution to his problem…  

Despite transferring ownership of the Zoo to M. Lowe, Shreibvogel has started 

suspecting M. Lowe of attempting to swindle him out of the Zoo. Due to this, Exotic now 

sporadically confronts Jeff Lowe about things he considers suspicious. 

Joe Exotic has an incredible amount of charisma that allows him to wield an immense 

amount of power over his employees and lovers. His talents as an orator, a showman 

and a musician have allowed him to run a struggling zoo and a gubernatorial primary 

campaign in spite of legal troubles and social media attacks coming from animal rights 

activists. His strong personality masks the fact that he is unstable and abusive 

towards his animals and his followers alike. 

 

Jeff Lowe: 

Jeff Lowe was an illegal merchandise salesman, retail chain owner and 

operator of a tiger cub petting bus until 2015 when he first met Joe Exotic.26 Jeff, at this 

point in time reeling from a series of charges related to bringing large cats to public 

gatherings amongst civilians, saw the opportunity presented by the “Tiger King” and his 

zoo as a profitable venture.27 Lowe took the time to show off his flashy and expensive 

lifestyle to Joe, whom he eventually convinced to hand over ownership of the zoo in 

                                                
26 Margaritoff, Marco. “Who Is Jeff Lowe, The Slimy Conman From Netflix's 'Tiger King'?” All That's Interesting. All 
That's Interesting, April 16, 2020. https://allthatsinteresting.com/jeff-lowe. 
27 Ibid.  
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order to turn it around into a profitable business. This had the added benefit of 

preventing Carol Baskin from gaining ownership of the zoo as a form of payment after 

her lawsuit against him succeeded.28 He is a profiteer who will stop at nothing to 

continue to grow his wealth at the cost of all those around him. 

 

Carole Baskin: 

Carole Baskin is the owner and operator of Big Cat Rescue, an animal sanctuary 

and lobbying group calling for the increased regulation of ownership of large animals 

such as lions and tigers.29 Baskin had a first marriage with Micheal Murdock, a man 

whom she left for her second husband, Don Lewis. In 1997 the 60-year-old Lewis 

disappeared, leaving only an allegedly forged will and his van near a private airfield.30 

Carole is a skilled zookeeper and armed with a capable team of lawyers, allowing her 

to both defend herself from allegations and effectively sue her detractors. 

Baskin first learned of Joe Exotic in 2009 when it was discovered that he was 

bringing tiger cubs to malls for petting visits, leading to allegations of animal 

mistreatment and Baskin pushing for the closure of Exotic’s zoo.31 Baskin has won a 

million-dollar lawsuit against Exotic for copyright infringement and fully intends on 

ending the practice of roadside zoos and private big cat ownership.32 

 

Dillon Passage: 

 Dillon Passage is an actor and bartender in Florida. He is mainly known as 

being Joe Exotic’s third husband, who he has been loyal to ever since their marriage in 

2017. He rejected breakup rumors with Joe after he was called out for not posting with 

                                                
28 “Jeff Lowe Height, Weight, Age, WIFE, Biography, Family, More,” May 25, 2020. https://www.wikicelebs.com/jeff-
lowe/. 
29  “Carole Baskin.” Biography.com. A&E Networks Television, October 20, 2020. 
https://www.biography.com/activist/carole-baskin. 
30 Scott, Katie. “Sheriff Says More than One Person Killed 'Tiger King' Star Carole Baskin's Ex-Husband.” Global 
News. Global News, April 17, 2020. https://globalnews.ca/news/6815404/tiger-king-carole-baskin-investigation/. 
31 “Carole Baskin.” Biography.com. A&E Networks Television, October 20, 2020. 
https://www.biography.com/activist/carole-baskin. 
32 Ibid. 
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his other half on social media.33 Dillon studied psychology and criminal justice at the 

University of Texas before abandoning his studies to stay by his husband’s side. The 

two bonded over their shared love for exotic animals, more specifically for tigers.34 

Dillon regularly stays with the baby animals and takes care of the zoo. He is not very 

involved in the Joe-Carole feud. He is appreciated by his peers for being uplifting and 

positive, which often lets people forget about his past struggles with addiction.35 

 

Rick Kirkham: 

Rick Kirkham was initially an impartial narrator of the series, but as the show 

went on, he became more involved, more than anyone else. He saw Joe as a potential 

TV gold mine, because of his attitude, story and behaviour.  

Rick became very obsessed with the money, and started profiting off of Joe’s 

work and his bad habits, Rick would look the other way and let Joe do whatever to 

make money. However, all of this footage got destroyed in fire, Rick was devastated.  

 

Allen Glover:  

Allen Glover began working at the W.G. Zoo as a handyman following Jeff 

Lowe’s acquisition of the Zoo. He is one of Lowe’s most loyal associates, having joined 

his posse some time after being released from a Louisiana penitentiary. While he has 

skills doing general repairs, the teardrop tattoo that he sports, a common symbol in 

the underworld that signifies that the wearer has taken a life, alludes to his true utility 

to Lowe’s enterprise. That being said, he claims to want to move beyond his criminal 

past. 

                                                
33 “DILLON PASSAGE”. Mn2S. Last modified 2021. Accessed 2021. https://mn2s.com/booking-agency/talent-
roster/dillon-passage/ 
34 LaConte, Stephen. “Dillon Passage, Joe Exotic's Latest Husband, Just Spilled A Bunch Of "Tiger King" Secrets In 
An Interview”. Buzzfeed. Last modified April 1, 2020. Accessed February 22, 2021. 
https://www.buzzfeed.com/stephenlaconte/tiger-king-dillon-passage-joe-exotic-husband-interview-andy 
35 Akingbade, Tobi. “Tiger King’ season two will feature incarcerated Joe Exotic claims husband Dillon Passage”. 
NME, August 27, 2020. Accessed February 22, 2021. https://www.nme.com/en_asia/news/tv/tiger-king-season-two-
will-feature-incarcerated-joe-exotic-claims-husband-dillon-passage-2739568 
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He is feared by his peers and as a result, no one bothers him except for the ever 

eccentric Joe Exotic, whom he has been ordered by Lowe not to hurt. At the end of the 

day, Glover’s loyalty will always be to the highest bidder. 

 

James Garretson: 

James Garretson is a businessman who later became an FBI informant. He 

worked with Joe Exotic for over 20 years, but in fear of getting caught up with the law, 

turned against the protagonist by setting him up with a hitman who was an undercover 

FBI agent.36 Indeed, he agreed to record conversations between Joe and Jeff Lowe, 

which brought him into a lawsuit against Joe Exotic. He currently owns a jet ski 

operation and works full time for his own business. He was also an avid animal lover, 

owned various big cats, and spent most of his earlier days at Joe’s zoo.37 James is 

known to be eccentric and extravagant, occupying himself with jet skiing and clubbing. 

 

Kelci Staffery: 

Kelci “Saff” Saffery was someone who needed a job badly, and started working 

at the G.W Zoo and became so attached to all of the tigers and cared and loved them. 

This zookeeper uses he/him pronouns and got attacked by one of the tigers, and they 

had to amputate one of his arms.  

Despite this, Kelci still defended Joe and the zoo, because of how much he loved 

working there and he loved getting the opportunity to work with animals. He had to 

relearn everything with only one arm, after 30 years of having two.  

 

 

 

 

                                                
36 Palmer, Katie. “Tiger King: What happened to James Garretson? Where is he now?”. EXPRESS, April 13, 2020. 
Accessed February 22, 2021. https://www.express.co.uk/showbiz/tv-radio/1265052/tiger-king-what-happened-to-
james-garretson-where-is-he-now-netflix 
37 Shaw-Williams, Hannah. “Tiger King: What Happened To James Garretson After Netflix's Documentary”. 
Screenrant. Published April 18, 2020. Accessed February 22, 2021. https://screenrant.com/tiger-king-netflix-
documentary-james-garretson-what-happened/ 
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John Reinke:  

John Reinke is the manager of the G.W. Zoo. Having first come to the zoo with 

his family during a Spring break trip in 2006, he fell in love with the animals and joined 

the operation the following year.  

Reinke inspires a good deal of respect from the zoo’s employees and is one of 

the rare characters to have it all together, despite slowly growing estranged from his 

family who live in Texas. Unlike most of his colleagues, his loyalties lie entirely with 

the animals and he can’t stand to see them mistreated. 

 

Larry Rhodes: 

Larry Rhodes is a retired sheriff at Garvin County. He looks out for himself and 

is hesitant to trust others, especially Joe Exotic. He has investigated Joe’s zoo various 

times, after complaints of animal abuse and mistreatment of employees have been 

received.38 However, being only a sheriff, he sent all of the complaints to the United 

States Department of Agriculture (USDA). He also thinks Joe Exotic’s zoo was crazy 

and out of control.39 Very passionate about his job, he always wants to bring justice 

anywhere he goes. He is appreciated by his peers for always seeing both sides of the 

story, which often lets people see past their pesky side. 

 

Eric Goode: 

Eric Goode is the producer and director of Tiger King. He is a man that turned 

reality into fantasy, and for everyone’s pleasure. He is an American entrepreneur and 

filmmaker. He created his own turtle Conservatory and was co-editor of tortoise 

magazine.  

                                                
38 Cluiss, Caroline. ““Tiger King” zoo shut down by USDA for animal mistreatment”. News12, August 19, 2020. 
Accessed February 22, 2021. https://www.kxii.com/2020/08/20/tiger-king-zoo-shut-down-by-usda-for-animal-
mistreatment/ 
39 Grace, Michael. “POWER RANKINGS: TIGER KING”. Fancy Boys Club. Last modified March 31, 2020. Accessed 
February 22, 2021. https://fancyboysclub.com/2020/03/31/power-rankings-tiger-king/ 

https://www.kxii.com/2020/08/20/tiger-king-zoo-shut-down-by-usda-for-animal-mistreatment/
https://www.kxii.com/2020/08/20/tiger-king-zoo-shut-down-by-usda-for-animal-mistreatment/
https://www.kxii.com/2020/08/20/tiger-king-zoo-shut-down-by-usda-for-animal-mistreatment/
https://fancyboysclub.com/2020/03/31/power-rankings-tiger-king/
https://fancyboysclub.com/2020/03/31/power-rankings-tiger-king/


24 

 

He was very motivated to make Tiger King because he is such an animal lover and 

wanted to make a documentary on how someone manages a zoo with tigers. A lot of 

his life, he did things in secret without anyone knowing his love for animals.  
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