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Dais Introduction 

Emanuel Louis (Chair) 

Hello! My name is Emanuel, and I’m currently a first-year student in Medicine at 

Université de Montréal, having graduated from Honours Science at John Abbott 

College back in Winter 2020. I joined the JACMUN family in 2018 and I have had the 

opportunity to participate as the Chargé d’Affaires for JACMUN 2019 and JACMUN 2020. 

My Model UN journey began 4 years ago, and ever since, I developed a passion 

(obsession) for this engaging activity. Whether it be as a delegate or a dais/secretariat 

member, Model UN has given me the opportunity to discover more about international 

diplomacy all while meeting new people! When I am not drowning in exams, I love 

daydreaming to various genres of music and napping. Having made so many great 

memories at JACMUN, it is an honour for me to be chairing this committee.  Looking 

forward to meet you all, 

Emanuel Louis 

 

Rachel Anson (Vice-Chair) 

Hi delegates! My name is Rachel and I am a second year Liberal Arts student at John 

Abbott College. I joined the JAC Model UN club in September 2019 and I have been the 

Internal Coordinator for the organization this year. Whether it be attending 

conferences or hosting club meetings, my experience in Model UN has helped me step 

out of my comfort zone while honing my skills in leadership, writing and public 

speaking. When I am not doing schoolwork I enjoy reading, volunteering in my 

community and horseback riding. I feel privileged to be vice-chairing this committee 

and I hope that your experience will allow you to have an enriching MUN experience.  

Best 

Rachel Anson  



 

Letter from the Dais 

 

Greetings delegates! It is our greatest pleasure to welcome you all to the United 

Nations World Tourism Organization committee. As JACMUN transitions to an online 

format for the first time in ten years, delegates will have the opportunity to engage in 

diplomatic debate from the comfort of their own home. In order to help delegates 

prepare and adapt to the new format on Zoom, a brief overview of how Zoom will be 

used will be explained during the first committee session. Although it is often 

neglected, tourism plays a crucial role now more than ever from an economic, 

political, cultural, and medical perspective. Delegates will be tasked to research on the 

various aspects pertaining to tourism discussed below in order to come up with 

solutions all while remaining consistent with the national policy of the country they are 

representing. Diplomacy, innovation, leadership, and collaboration are all qualities that 

delegates will have the opportunity to portray and to develop throughout the 

conference. Given that the JACMUN General Assembly is popular among first-time 

participants, we will be taking the time at various moments to explain the typical 

process of events that take place in a Model UN conference as well as the Rules of 

Procedure. Therefore, we ask for experienced delegates to be mindful and to aid 

beginner delegates in discovering the multiple facets of MUN. In that same optic, we 

encourage beginners to reach out to us at any time should you have any inquiries, and 

to not be afraid of taking risks or making mistakes. As the dais, we wish for this 

committee to be a fruitful and fun learning experience, regardless of your level of 

experience! On that note, we look forward to meeting you all and to tackle the issues 

discussed in the guide.  

 

Best regards, 

 

Emanuel Louis (Chair) 

Rachel Anson (Vice-Chair) 



 

Committee Introduction 

 

The United Nations World Tourism Organization is based in Madrid, Spain. This 

United Nations committee was founded on November 1st 1975. While the UNWTO 

oversees many aspects of tourism worldwide, it is a pillar for travelling standards, 

data resources and the economical aspect of tourism. The current Secretary-General 

of this committee is Zurab Pololikashvili, a Georgian politician and diplomat. The 

UNWTO is dedicated to sustainable development, which encompasses climate action 

and resource efficiency, in order to ensure a viable and non-expendable future for 

tourism around the globe. Moreover, ethics, culture and social responsibility are 

cornerstones of the UNWTO’s operation to promote safe and accessible tourism. This 

diplomatic organization performs many more essential functions such as 

competitiveness; innovation, investment and digital transformation; technical 

cooperation; and statistics. The UNWTO hosts several committees such as the World 

Committee on Ethics and the Committee on Statistics which work to improve the state 

of tourism all over the world. The UNWTO’s Executive Council is composed of 

representatives from various countries who convene at least twice a year in the 

presence of the Secretary-General in order to implement recommendations and 

rulings on various issues regarding tourism. In short, the UNWTO is an all-

encompassing UN committee that strives to warrant equality, safety and progress in 

the travel industry. 

 

  



 

TOPIC 1: Ethical Tourism 

 

Consequences of Tourism 

 

 Tourism takes on many forms around the world. While tourists view it as an 

opportunity to relax, to discover the landscape, and to immerse in the local culture, 

national governments and politicians view it as a crucial economic opportunity. While 

many policies look to promote tourism, many laws are also put in place to regulate it 

and mitigate their ethical dangers. The following sections will explore various 

branches of tourism as well as the problems that each of them faces. 

 

Economic and Political Disparities from Tourism 

 

 It is hard to ignore the financial inequities that lie within the touristic industry. 

Many developing countries rely on tourism as the primary source of income for their 

economy. As such, beaches and other popular touristic hotspots become the prime 

target for large hotel chains and corporations. Furthermore, government policy 

surrounding tourism advantages and protects them. However, this becomes 

problematic since the income and profits generated mostly go to these corporations 

rather than the national economy, such that the local people have their touristic 

hotspots taken away from them without much financial compensation in return. 

Corporate invasion of tourism also serves as a notorious breeding ground for 

discrimination, since land surrounding the most attractive tourist destinations is sold 

off to hotels who then reserve it exclusively to tourists, blocking any locals from 

accessing the beaches of their own country. 

 

 The local citizens, who have no choice but to submit to this unfair treatment 

from hotel corporations, work in the touristic industry, and receive a rather minimal 

pay in comparison to the profits that the business is making. Large-scale corporate 



 

occupation also harms the locals since it takes advantage of tourists to increase the 

price of essential common goods, making them unaffordable for the local community. 

Rent also becomes too unaffordable for local small businesses. 

 

 Tourism also brings about a heavy consumption of resources such as food and 

water that now need to be shared between tourists and the local community. 

Furthermore, as previously stated, priority for these resources is often given to 

tourists since they bring money into the local community. However, that also means 

that locals are given what can be considered as leftover and/or undesirable. They do 

not have the same access to electricity, clean water, and non-contaminated food as 

tourists do. 

 

Tourism for Sports 

 

International sporting events are also a key tenant in tourism. One can think of 

the Olympics as well as the FIFA World Cup as some of the many examples of 

competitions that gather a phenomenal amount of tourists from around the world. 

Naturally, such events come at a high price; governments must spend money not only 

to build the necessary infrastructure for the sports themselves, but also to welcome 

the huge influx of tourists, whether it be through public transportation or hotels. 

However, these costs often climb to substantive amounts, forcing host countries with 

lesser GDPs to pull out a hefty debt that their economy cannot handle. Also, while the 

increased tourism might generate a certain profit as well as encourage job creation on 

the short-term, many studies have demonstrated the massive long-term waste that 

these sporting competitions leave behind. To better illustrate this, one can take a look 

at the Rio 2016 Summer Olympic Games in Brazil. After hosting the Olympics during a 

time of political instability and a Zika outbreak, Brazil was estimated to have lost 



 

nearly $15 billion, not taking into account the numerous disastrous social 

consequences that also followed1. 

 

The many harmful effects of such events on the community bring the 

communities to protest against their government, stating that these resources could 

have been spent helping the population in a more sustainable way. However, they are 

silenced and oftentimes oppressed as national security is drastically increased in 

preparation to welcome tourists. As such, worldwide athletic competitions overlook 

the needs of the local population and only tend to the satisfaction of tourists who will 

only be in the country for a few weeks at most. 

 

Nature Tourism and Ecotourism 

 

Nature tourism involves travel to natural areas and landscapes with exploration 

and physical activity being at the heart of the tourists’ adventure. Famous international 

nature reserves with unique fauna and flora such as the Amazon forest and the 

Galapagos Islands are prime hotspots for nature tourists. However, these reserves are 

exposed to considerable risks and threats of extinction due to human activity. 

 

Littering and various forms of pollution are constantly degrading the ecological 

welfare of areas frequently targeted by nature tourism. Tourists dispose of their trash 

by randomly discarding it, either because there are no means of disposal in sight or 

simply out of impatience, to name a few of the many reasons why this phenomenon 

occurs. Regardless, the animals are left to deal with the consequences of the junk 

lying around in their habitat. Death by strangulation and indigestion from eating 

garbage mistaken as food decimates vulnerable species that were already at risk of 

extinction. Furthermore, oil spills in the oceans from cruise ships is destroying aquatic 

                                                
1 Hayden, Michael E. “Inside the Problems That Plague Rio as Olympic Games Begin.” ABC News, August 4, 2016. 

https://abcnews.go.com/International/inside-problems-plague-rio-olympic-games-begin/story?id=41045918.  
 



 

ecosystems. It also important to point out that littering is harmful for the local citizens 

as it contaminates their food and drinking water, posing a considerable medical 

hazard. For example, in the United Kingdom, “it has been estimated that between 

40,000 and 100,000 Britons die prematurely every year as a result of emissions from 

the shipping and cruise industries”2. Tourists accidentally introducing invasive foreign 

species is another example of a dangerous biohazard that is responsible for 

destroying touristic reserves rich in biodiversity. 

 

The ever-growing need for touristic infrastructure also takes a toll on the 

environment as nature is cleared from the land to make room for construction, 

eliminating natural habitats and disrupting ecosystems in the process. 

 

Climate change is another environmental factor to consider with tourism. 

Transportation is responsible for a huge portion of carbon emissions around the world. 

For reference, commercial planes in 2019 have released 918 million metric tons of 

carbon3. The taxi industry which is also another prevalent actor in the touristic industry 

that emits harmful emissions. The consequences of climate change are particularly 

destructive for nature reserves, as can be seen as the Great Coral Reef, as they impact 

and interfere with the natural cycles found in the ecosystem. Therefore, tourists who 

use carbon-emitting sources of transportation are once again directly harming the 

nature spots that they are exploring.  

 

Furthermore, certain countries rely on animal exploitation as being a part of 

tourism. Animal riding industries have been around for many years and have been 

successful in attracting tourists as well as generating profits. However, they do so at 

                                                
2 James Ellsmor, “Cruise Ship Pollution Is Causing Serious Health And Environmental Problems,” Forbes, n.d., 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/jamesellsmoor/2019/04/26/cruise-ship-pollution-is-causing-serious-health-and-
environmental-problems/?sh=44dee51537db. 
3 Brandon Graver, Dan Rutherford, and Sola Zheng, “CO2 Emissions from Commercial Aviation: 2013, 2018, and 2019,” 

The International Council on Clean Transportation, October 8, 2020, https://theicct.org/publications/co2-emissions-

commercial-aviation-2020. 

https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/ship-air-pollution-deaths-uk-asthma-heart-lung-disease-a8812486.html


 

the expense of the animals’ well-being who in many cases are neglected and 

mistreated.  

 

The simple solution would be to stop tourism in nature reserves. However, that 

is much easier said than done, given that the profits generated from nature tourism 

are crucial to the economy of certain communities and certain countries in general. As 

such, measures have been put in place to limit human hazards and to forbid tourism in 

regions that are egregiously at risk. Ecotourism is defined as “responsible travel to 

natural areas that conserve the environment, sustains the well-being of the local 

people, and involves interpretation and education”4. As such, it presents another viable 

solution to limit the environmental consequences of tourism overall without 

eliminating tourism itself. 

 

Voluntourism 

 

 Voluntourism is another branch of tourism that took its roots from ecotourism5. 

Humanitarian and mission trips are classical examples of voluntourism. It is important 

to note that voluntourism is especially popular among Western educational 

institutions. As mentioned in the definition, the objective behind voluntourism is to 

provide aid and relief to developing local communities all while allowing participants to 

discover the culture. While voluntarism is well-intentioned at heart, it is incredibly 

problematic on a social and ethical level. Many critique voluntourism as being a band-

aid solution that ultimately does not help communities on a long-term basis and whose 

effects will promptly disappear once volunteers return to their home country. 

Furthermore, it has been noted that voluntourism has greatly contributed to 

perpetuating white saviorism and other ideologies implying Caucasian superiority. 

                                                
4 “What Is Ecotourism? Definition, Meaning and Examples of Ecotourism,” Youmatter, accessed April 3, 2021, 

https://youmatter.world/en/definition/ecotourism/. 
5 Tina Rosenberg, “The Business of Voluntourism: Do Western Do-Gooders Actually Do Harm?,” The Guardian, 

September 13, 2018, https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/sep/13/the-business-of-voluntourism-do-western-
do-gooders-actually-do-harm. 



 

Unfortunately, volunteers also participate in humanitarian trips for reasons that do not 

involve helping people, but rather for the sake of embellishing their résumés and their 

CVs. Volunteers are sometimes also unaware of the social norms of the local culture 

and accidentally commit acts that are viewed as insulting or disrespectful. 

 

Respect of Cultural Practices 

 

Respecting the local culture should be considered as the bare minimum for 

touristic visitors. Unfortunately, such is not always the case. Tourists who travel 

abroad are more preoccupied with their own comfort and amusement, not always 

considering that some of their actions that are acceptable in their own country can be 

perceived as highly disrespectful elsewhere.  

 

Nowadays, with increased awareness on the importance of respecting 

traditional clothing from other cultures, it is also necessary to make the distinction 

between cultural appropriation and cultural appreciation in the context of tourism. 

Certain countries promote the local culture by encouraging tourists to rent and wear 

cultural clothing. For example, many areas in Japan provide tourists with the 

opportunity to wear the kimono; the same idea can be found in South Korea with the 

hanbok. They also provide them with historical and scenic backgrounds so that they 

can take pictures while wearing the outfit and therefore immerse themselves in the 

culture. In such instances, it is acceptable to wear another culture’s clothing since it 

aims to promote tourism and the local culture in a healthy social environment, hence 

the term cultural appreciation. However, contexts in which these costumes are worn 

for eccentric or decorative reasons such as Halloween should not be tolerated, and 

are therefore considered as cultural appropriation, since it does not aim to actually 

embrace the local culture. 

 

Certain heritage sites that hold great cultural importance to the community are 

also at risk due to tourism. Vandalism and theft are only some of the many challenges 



 

that personnel on these sites must tend to all while ensuring the overall security of 

tourists. While some countries have the resources to preserve their heritage sites, 

certain governments do not have the appropriate resources to invest in security and 

are mainly preoccupied by generating revenue from tourism. As a result, certain 

precious artefacts get stolen and resold without much being down to stop them or to 

track them down. Vandalism is also a common occurrence in certain areas, resulting 

in damage of precious cultural sites from ignorant tourists. 

 

TOPIC 2: Touristic Security for COVID-19 

 

History of Travel During the Pandemic 

 

At the beginning of the pandemic, in January 2020, the travel industry was 

relatively unharmed because the virus was not seen as a global threat. Nevertheless, 

it plummeted in March 2020 as harsh regulations were imposed in nearly every 

country. The World Health Organization (WHO) was first alerted of the COVID-19 

disease from Wuhan, China on December 31st 2019.6  

 

As early as January 13th 2020, the first case of COVID-19 was detected outside 

China, in Thailand. The travel industry was not yet struck by the epidemic because the 

WHO reassured the international community, on January 22nd, by stating that the virus 

did not pose an international emergency. As COVID-19 cases and the death toll rose in 

China, the travel industry remained relatively unscathed. However, worry started 

prevailing among the international community as the first European COVID-19 cases 

were discovered in France. On January 27th, the United-States of America discouraged 

travel to China as the first American cases were confirmed.7  

                                                
6 “Timeline: How the Global Coronavirus Pandemic Unfolded,” Reuters, Thomson Reuters, June  

28, 2020, https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-timeline/timeline-how-the-global-coronavirus-

pandemic-unfolded-idUSKBN23Z0UW.  
7 “Timeline: How the Global Coronavirus Pandemic Unfolded.” 



 

 

Finally, on January 30th, the WHO declared the virus an international issue for 

public health. As the pandemic began ravaging the world, several countries began 

imposing stricter rules regarding travel since the virus was becoming an international 

concern. It became apparent that COVID-19 was spreading worldwide due to travel. On 

February 1st, the United-States, Australia, Russia and Singapore banned travelers who 

had recently been to China. As Hong Kong reported its first death on February 4th, 

American Airlines Group and United Airlines Holdings Inc stopped scheduling flights to 

Hong Kong. On February 5th, disaster struck the cruise industry. About 3700 

passengers aboard the Diamond princess off the shore of Japan were quarantined 

aboard after 10 people tested positive for the virus. Eventually, as many as 700 people 

would test positive on the ship and 14 individuals perished from the disease. The 

quarantine on the cruise lasted a month.8  

 

During February, the COVID-19 strain continued to contaminate people all over 

the world. On March 6th, the harsh reality of the virus was remarkable as 100 000 

cases were reported worldwide. Many nations banned travel altogether to avoid 

further contamination. The virus had spread to 170 countries by March 19th. The world 

went into a state of lockdown as governments closed restaurants, schools and 

workplaces to avoid contamination. Evidently, this state of emergency brought a sharp 

halt to travel. The travel industry was only starting to be gravely impacted by the 

pandemic in March.9  

 

 The virus brought forth many changes in the struggling travel industry. Many 

airlines stopped offering friendly travel ticket options in order to block middle seats to 

help distance passengers aboard. Airline meals were mostly replaced by safely 

wrapped snacks. The car rental industry innovated by offering contactless service and 

also pledged to better clean the cars. Cruise lines stopped their activities until July 

                                                
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid. 



 

2020 and hotels promised to clean more thoroughly. Moreover, travel insurance was 

becoming more pricey with various cancelling options.10  

 

 Many countries, such as Canada, have been concerned with the risks travel 

poses during a pandemic. Canada has put in place many COVID-19 sanitary measures 

to diminish the spread of the disease as people began travelling again. For instance, 

people over five years of age must get tested before flying into Canada. Furthermore, 

travelers must self-isolate for fourteen days upon their arrival. Moreover, the Canada-

U.S border remains close to unessential travel. Severe punishments are imposed upon 

those who stray from government policies. For instance, a 750 000$ fine is given to 

those who do not quarantine upon their arrival in Canada. These measures aim at 

keeping travelers and Canadians safe.11 

 

Ethical Concerns 

 

Travel during the COVID-19 pandemic raises a few ethical questions. Some 

individuals are of the opinion that no travelling should be undertaken to avoid 

spreading the disease whereas others are comfortable with going on vacation a car 

ride away from home, for instance. Some people believe that the nature of some travel 

is more ethical than travel for a mear vacation in the sun. For example, certain 

individuals have been separated from their families and long to be reunited with their 

children, parents or significant others. Travel for that purpose could be perceived as 

essential because family separation can take a toll on one’s mental health.12  

 

                                                
10 Christopher Elliot, “How Travel Has Changed Since The Pandemic - And How It Should Change,” Forbes, Forbes 

Magazine, January 8, 2021, https://www.forbes.com/sites/christopherelliott/2020/05/31/how-travel-has-changed-
since-the-pandemic---and-how-it-should-change/?sh=77684b914d64.  
11 “Government of Canada,” Canada.ca, Gouvernement du Canada, January 8, 2021, 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/latest-travel-health-
advice.html.  
12 Tariro Mzezewa, “The New Pandemic Flash Point: Your Vacation,” The New York Times, The New York Times, 

August 25, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/25/travel/vacation-travel-coronavirus.html. 



 

About half a million Canadians usually travel to Florida during the winter 

months to soak up the sun. However, the COVID-19 pandemic has posed barriers to 

Floridian destinations. For instance, sun-seekers are forced to fly as the land border 

remains closed between Canada and the USA and travelers must respect safety 

measures, such as wearing a mask. Some snowbirds are willing to risk their health 

whereas others have chosen to stay in Canada and avoid travel to protect themselves 

and others.13 

 

Many celebrities, such as the Kardashian family, have been flaunting their lavish 

vacations on social media. Kim Kardashian celebrated her 40th birthday on a private 

island in Polynesia, disregarding small communities’ health and safety during COVID-

19. Her social and economic privilege allowed her to travel while most Americans 

encountered the hardest year of their lives in 2020, mourning, unemployment, 

economic difficulties, eviction, etc. Influencers have been travelling to destinations 

within their home countries or internationally which has sparked controversy because 

unessential travel has overwhelmingly been perceived as selfish by the public. 

Influencers’ tone-deaf trips also normalize travel during a pandemic which downplays 

the immense risk travel poses for public health.14 

 

Consistency of Norms 

 

 COVID-19 safety guidelines have been different in virtually every country 

because different states have exercised different policies to stop the spread of the 

pandemic. Australia orders a mandatory fourteen day quarantine upon arrival in the 

country. Australian medical experts must clear quarantined individuals after 14 days to 

                                                
13 Pat Foran, “Canadian Snowbirds Torn over Heading South or Staying Home amid COVID-19 Pandemic,” Toronto, 

CTV News, November 27, 2020, https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/canadian-snowbirds-torn-over-heading-south-or-
staying-home-amid-covid-19-pandemic-1.5206273.  
14 Nikita Charuza, “Fashion Influencers Taking Lavish Vacations During the Pandemic, Please Read the Room,” 

POPSUGAR Fashion, December 9, 2020, https://www.popsugar.com/fashion/fashion-influencers-traveling-during-
covid-19-48040655.  



 

ensure they do not have COVID-19.15 Furthermore, strict lockdowns were imposed at 

the pandemic’s beginning. This stern approach has proven to be fruitful since Australia 

eliminated the virus on its territory in November 2020. Australia’s economy and society 

therefore reverted back to a normal state.16 

 

 On the other hand, the United-States of America’s response is far from a 

success story as the nation approaches 516 000 deaths. President Donald Trump’s lack 

of leadership and the American public’s refusal to comply with public health guidelines 

has put the country in an economic and health crisis. A stark contrast can be observed 

between Australia and America’s responses to the pandemic.17 This example has 

proved that different approaches to the pandemic result in different case counts and 

death tolls. 

 

Safe Social Distancing on Planes 

 

 Social distancing and face masks are highly stressed by most governments 

worldwide as they have proven effective in avoiding contamination of the COVID-19 

virus. However, safe distancing in airplanes is a myth. First of all, many airlines started 

disregarding social distancing suggestions because it simply was not profitable. For 

instance, WestJet and Air Canada ended physical distancing on July 1st, 2020. These 

new policies clearly counter the Canadian government’s regulations. Furthermore, 

once COVID-19 particles are in the plane, they are flowing through the airway system 

which poses a severe contamination risk.18 However, social distancing on planes was 

never truly taking place since it is estimated that four passengers would need twenty-

                                                
15 “Returning to Australia,” Smartraveller, Accessed January 16, 2021, https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/covid-

19/covid-19/returning-australia.  
16 A. Odysseus Patrick, “Australia Has Almost Eliminated the Coronavirus - by Putting Faith in Science,” The 

Washington Post, WP Company, November 5, 2020, https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/australia-
coronavirus-cases-melbourne-lockdown/2020/11/05/96c198b2-1cb7-11eb-ad53-4c1fda49907d_story.html.  
17 Ed Yong, “How the Pandemic Defeated America,” The Atlantic, Atlantic Media Company, August 6, 2020, 

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2020/09/coronavirus-american-failure/614191/. 
18 Christopher Reynolds, “WestJet, Air Canada Will End Physical Distancing on Flights Starting July 1,” Global News, 

Global News, June 28, 2020, https://globalnews.ca/news/7113341/westjet-ends-social-distancing/.  



 

six seats in order to safely distance themselves from one another. Leaving a middle 

seat free only separates two passengers by 45 centimeters. It can be concluded that 

flying amid the COVID-19 pandemic is a high-risk endeavor since social distancing 

cannot be maintained.19 

 

Nature Tourism 

 

 Since international travel is not recommended by the Canadian government, 

intra-provincial travel has soared during the COVID-19 pandemic, especially during 

summer months. Touristic regions, such as the Gaspésie in Quebec, became flooded 

with tourists which benefited the local economy. Hotels, cottages and camping parks 

were filled to the brim as tourists went to restaurants, to the beach and to local shops. 

Although the possibility of COVID-19 spreading in remote touristic towns was a point of 

concern in Canada, cases remained quite low in Quebec during summer 2020. Cottage 

vacations became tremendously popular during the COVID-19 pandemic. Chalets on 

waterfronts and in the countryside soared in demand during summer 2020 all over 

Canada. Certain rentals were subjected to bidding wars from potential tenants as 

urban dwellers wished for an escape from the hot cities. The supply of cottages was 

not sufficient for the huge rise in demand.20 

 Furthermore, certain outdoor sports are in vogue because the Canadian 

government recommends small outside gatherings since the virus does not spread as 

easily outside. For instance, cross-country skiing has become popular in Edmonton, 

Alberta. Moreover, hiking has soared in popularity. These activities are rather safe 

ways of spending time with loved ones because social distancing can be respected.21 

                                                
19 John Walton, “Will Empty Middle Seats Help Social Distancing on Planes?” BBC Worklife, BBC, April 22, 2020, 

https://www.bbc.com/worklife/article/20200422-when-can-we-start-flying-
again#:~:text=Responsible%20social%20distancing%20in%20the,your%20neighbour%2C%20side%20to%20side.  
20 Gilles Gagné, “Tourisme: L'été De Rêve Se Poursuit En Gaspésie,” Le Soleil, September 11, 2020, 

https://www.lesoleil.com/actualite/en-region/tourisme-lete-de-reve-se-poursuit-en-gaspesie-
8c524964da721801272db623e5564d82. 
21 “This Winter Sport Is Booming in Popularity in the Pandemic,” Edmonton, CTV News, December 11, 2020, 

https://edmonton.ctvnews.ca/this-winter-sport-is-booming-in-popularity-in-the-pandemic-
1.5227267?cache=mxzpofjaup%3FautoPlay%3Dtrue. 



 

Spending time doing sports in nature is also a good way to spend the day when there 

is not much else to do. 

 

COVID-19 Contamination Due to Tourism 

 

 Covid-19 can certainly spread due to tourism. For instance, the pandemic spread 

due to travel at the beginning of the pandemic, from January to March 2020.22 

Nevertheless, contamination due to travel has persisted in the United-States of 

America, for example. Millions of Americans travelled out of their state to visit friends 

and family for Thanksgiving in November 2020. Airports and planes were full. Dr. 

Anthony Fauci, the USA’s top infectious disease expert, warned that the massive peak 

in COVID-19 cases was not yet at its maximum on December 4th, a week after the 

national holiday.23 Moreover, the new strain of the Coronavirus which originated in the 

United-Kingdom made its way to Ontario, Canada due to travel.24 

 

 

  

                                                
22 “Timeline: How the Global Coronavirus Pandemic Unfolded.” 
23 Celine Castronuovo, “Fauci Warns US Has Not Hit 'Thanksgiving Peak' Even as Cases Soar,” TheHill, The Hill, 

December 4, 2020, https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/528783-fauci-warns-us-has-not-hit-thanksgiving-peak-
even-as-cases-soar. 
24 Hannah Kuchler, “New Covid Variant Sequenced in UK Is Found in Canada,” Financial Times, Financial Times, 

December 27, 2020, https://www.ft.com/content/b59baeaf-81c7-4798-b6a6-96979471352f.  
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